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0iuliana Pachner and Christian $chmidt appear in the latest unclassifiable opus from

Austrian 0ne-man-band experimentalist Peter Schreiner.

Austlian rrtrletrrs lltichael Ilunckc arrtl lllrich Scidl mav he en.irrling unprecedcntcd intt:rnationrl
acclaim jtrst norv, but on the evidence o{ "F-afa Morgonrr, their brilliantly terlentccl countrylnan peter
Schrcincr rrill rt'tltaitr tlte courltn's hest-krpt filmmaking sccrct for sornc tirnc r.et. Lnst in ärl
unofficiitl triloilr o{ arrrbitiouslv thallcnging chalacter-sIudies frrrni Schrci ncr, u]rrr edits arrd shoots
(rrlr crystalline irlacl<-ancl-rthite dir:iial r idc,r) r.; rvcll as prorlrrcing irnd directing. it,s cr.cn morc
difficult th{n zoo6's ßellrtl,'i.sttt and zoog's ltrto, u4rich provcd too austere for most t'estivals.

But Schreiner is nevertheless norv established as a signitiuant, adrnirilbly unc-omprgmising and
ncco§saru artirit rtho happt'ns to hirrc chosen cint.nra as his morie of quiet orpression. I.Iis intirnate but
epic statement otr the httman contlition, shot in Gt'rmanv an<l l,ib1a anrl ft:nturing tro phikrsophically-
rnincltxl "protagonists," <lrtarfcri tht: otlrcr.u,orlcl prenliores at Rotterdam this ],ear. Delicate han<Iling
i'ill be reqrrirctl in tcrms of t.hc film's prcscrrtation: r'a.ct and statclr il mir].hc, but the rc's solrcthin4
perikrush'ft'a;ilc ant.l scn--itit c altorrt a projcct tlrat fcels likc a ran.glimpse into its ntilk0r.s t()n.ncntcd
st'ul.

Rrrnninq al tlr, mil:rttes, Fala lllorgono, narned after a mirlqe conrrrron to desert regions. rrrakes fer'
cuncossions to contentiorral uarr.atir.e formrls or ediiirrq rlrlthms, staking out u t*..iion.b.r.o,lcl
tr.arlitional disrinclions offiction and docrrrnenlan.. \Ve obsen.e. sonretirnes in trnconrforlably clo,re
close-up thal rererls evetl lore antl hair. rridclle-aged r'liro Ciuliana pachner anr{ Christian
Schmidt T\^'n locations are rtserl: the l.ihvan Sahara. close to sonre rrniclerrtitlalrle ira,,.r,i.f ,",r.,
and rrhat look like abandonerl hrrildings rrear cor:ntn.sitle in lausitz, Gerrnanr.. The pair talk. orfall
silcut. (lasual cltitt is lcrholcn: "l Iorr hcarl i:- lightness?" is aborrt as st.raigltrfonvar<l as tlrlse
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Pachner ancl Schnlidt are slrorvn apart and together'-- in the desert, thev are very occasionallvjoinecj
by a guide, .'\wad Elkish. Ilut this is no "travelogue:" stasis is the nr:cler of the day r.ather thnn
lllovement. a Santttel Beckett !'ibe thät suggests something dreaditl or: rvnndefful ma"v have happene6
in the Past and tltct;omothiug mo1'hoppcn ogain, but thnt thc norv is defised byip.rttir,it-r urll
nttrlintrtion. "Wc porctlive differont realities," as (]iuliana -- chief focus of Belloursto -- notes. And .l7ofa

Mortlana is best irppreciated in its totalir;- as a kind of colossal cinemirtic Rorschach tcst, onc u,llich
will be un<lerstoorl rlifferently by all tl.rose u,ho embark upon and stay uith this journel,into
folhiddin g)y complcx interior terrai n.

I\{än-v rvili undoubtetlly escape Iong before the conclusion, frozen oLrt by the arch atmosphere of tleeply
'feutonic gloom that hangs over these long, uneventfirl sequences. But from time to time, Schreiner
delivers an intage ofsuch breathtaking splendor'. fintls some unique confiqrrration ofsanfl and s§,
corrjLrrcs sorle urrique rnoori with his souncltrark. that he pl.o\.es tre're in thc lrarrds of a qenuine

r)r ast er.

ldta /'tfoxJan(I is a mdttcrof trust .- that whiclr.rppeärs to bc inrpcnctrabll.slorv and tcdious will, in
fuci. uitirnatch provc rvorthrvhilc. A bracing irntirJotr to iust about cvcn trcnd in contcrnJrgrary.

riilt'ml. thc pictrrrr has alrorrt as much in crrrnmon u'itI: painting and plrrrt,)träpll\.as cint.nra, and
exerts a u,eirdl,v hS,pnotic spell th:rt htiunts long alier th€ stunning final inrage -- a superb
encapsulation of human lrilnsience -- has passccl.

Yenue : Rofte,t(lam lrllm Pe.snrral (.91'stlctrll.r)

Protlttction contpany : echt .zeit .filnt
Directot'-screenut.iter-produ:er-director of photography-etlitor: peter S(:hreiner
ivl t r si c : .I o h ann e s S c hnt el z er - 7ir i.nq er.
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